
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Crown Copyright documents reproduced by courtesy of The
National Archives, London, England.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

The National Archives give no warranty as to the accuracy,
completeness or fitness for the purpose of the information
provided.

Images may be used only for purposes of research, private
study or education. Applications for any other use should be
made to The National Archives Image Library, Kew,
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU.



EASTERN

J }L~

C A-t,

Lero.

r- . t4

E

l ,i
'x,

.Arf

1 ..

r. s:

L '

'y c

1 :

5 ,

, ,

61834

I

F.O.

371

I
{

.)

i

L
I

IE

s

.i"

_.,;

:!

°J.,

i

1

i

.

. . ' ,i

j

i.

''r
,r.

-.5.

r

.j

_. _.. __



I

Registry
1 frber

FROM
p$/ tl 3f14

4
No.

Dated

Received
in Registry i .TU /f46

Last Paper

( )
References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

61834
F.C

(Action

Next Paper.

(

E
PALESTINE

44H
-p

I

.. i -. (Mi.ute..)

Ir4

'4?

32003 F.O.P

.*E, ~i

1y4

zY /

C 9 8 Errr ssI

Imo tGY A

-ra 4

Nia

'a,

--_

0

0

4
Un

in

r

0

8
s

lm

0
wiMb

/4/

° a':
,.. -:--

N

-

0/)0
0

(Minutes.)

rn, .w-?J 0 A-.& 
A&-.m

7/r--,4r/

1"4w

L

.}

aM" ' "

44to/



INWARD TELEGRAM

Cypher (o.T.P.)

FRQMPALSTIl

E
2

3
A I

-40

JAN 1947

D. 27th December,
Ra 27th "

1 9460
"? 2O.15 hrs.

s

2197

Addressed to
Repeated by savifgram to Cairo,

Baghdad,
Beirutp
Damascus
Jedda,

/ (:.1

13aghda

Mu ft i rec'2u'es to
oarmisionfor him ito eun

r ' ,

I

Arab Lgue to seolit
to Palestine<

:.y a, t least,. .> . Cr.. x sme - o 'F L. n k t br stat , e "l . v Apart from f"it hi.s,
u everi.the idcatin at even certi.ne ect i olnof

the League ae "playing alloon" with thi:. ani-Bii. .s

intriguer can h ly b a p lightly, see in tis
coannetica ry teLegram . 21, I'L shoud, iteefoe

y . ,leone 4f an'; 1yi l a".in which ! 7v i ma;r be". found p ossqi blct o!a

kn ntelines suggest. i. ,ed'byr + 1, Ambassado t .r Baghdad 4.t' ,

°opie sent to:-

Foreige Office' :ra +',A
" + o

Mr.

Mr. C

-*

'A-=

'lD0

NAb

I

rc~

I

0

-4

c,

*13
en
n

n
r
0

NT 0 IS COLONIHiSoCE S 1 1 b

-CRDingham)

I

Foreign OffrrIcetelgra tothe

C,W.Bxtr

iooem



PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

Group. .

Class . .

Piece .

*00 Osee 0*0 000

00/ 00o00

Following document(Oretained in the

Department of origin under Section 3 (4)

of the Public Records Act, 1958

/// //



:3
r*

19411

E
PALESTINE

Registry

FROM

No.

Dated

Received
in Registr

rktY~

fto~i y1 4
/ 1 s t ~F O 'C 'e i lAYU

y t . /ear-y ,

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

34Wu v

{(How dis posed of4)

c t /

7

EA.2-t /

U-

I.

IA

32003 F.O.P

+-
AWD

1d4et"dLe
M x

ii)

(Minute.)

74

091dC 1

1oar-c

m3 544.-l

77oo- r o

-1~kA4tNW

A.

)

C.

U

'

4

1

i

i

y i-lEZ(4 "WHy

v

A

i
t

I.14-0144e

640..-- O940 w+".r c.., "

4.

1 OVYC7 j

g.

_ V.

No mRr y

WAelcl

400-

A&.4, L,-AA

Aow P. h.

-; "r oolll

Iftb

A44N%

/, -r

,..
ttg""



crfA

i/s

qwwe

d -

;~ E; A?#

1A r1A44

'1 a

z~4

4xtw-

4; .C

I~

S7t .|<
7k4t/

7-

/f./

i-v ewvvov aAw j

'~2

I
P. .

.A 1- -11
dhosolv t

WWC,.604*f4S

I4



/JK

(384i7/16)
His Majesty's Ambassador presents his compliments to

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs

and has the honour to transmit o the unde

mentioned paper.

a & 2 2 5
JAN4

Bagdad.
addre s

14.12.46

Reference to previous communication :

telegram to Cairo No.
sed to Foreign Office

Description of Enclosure.

60 having,
N.te 938 of

Name, Date, etc. Subject.

TO: H.E. Mahmoud
Fa.hmy el
Nokrashy Pasha:
Aide M6moire
dated the
December,

(16864) Wt.35013/683 5,000

Mufti: Haj Amin
El Husseini.

27th
19 4.6.

dill.

oo& Mv '

BRITISH EMBASSY,

CAIRO.

31.at....Dc c ember

1/41 A&.E.W.Ltd. (Cp.685

tifre .4

:rt}

d/4
.d

' v

bo:w~



2
AIDE MEMO IRE.

On August 28th, His Majesty's Ambassador

addressed. to His Excellency Ismail Sidky Pasha a letter,

of which a copy is attached, informing His Excellency

of the tenour of the various reports which he had

submitted to His Maje ty's Governrhe:nt of conversation

regarding the presence in Egypt of Haj Amin El Husseini.

Those conversations were concerned particularly with

the undesirability of the ex-Mufti's becoming the

centre of political activities or indulging in such

activities himself.. It will be seen from the attached

copy of the letter referred to above that His Excellency

Ismail S idky Pasha gave repeated assurances to-His

Majesty's Ambassador that the ex-Mufti's presence in

Egypt would not be a pretext for any propaganda or any

political activity.

Later, in October last, His Majesty's Minister

pointed out to His Excellency Ismail Sidky Pasha the

glaring improprietoiy of the ex-Mufti's having received

a visit of three band organisers of the 1936-39 Palestine

revolt; Sidky Pasha agreed with the comments of His

Ma j

the

that

fro

Sidi

Abd

esty's Minister that

Egyptian Government

those persons and.

m Egypt disorders in

During the absence

ky Pasha in London,

El Kawi Ahmed Pasha,

it might be embarrassing for

if it subsecueritly transpired

the ex-Mufti were engineering

Palestine.

of His Excellency Ismail

Mr. Bowker spoke to His Excell

then Acting Prime Minister,

recalling the assurances which Sidky Pasha

ency

had given to

Sir /...

s9

..._,

w ,

;.

f ;;'
,,: )

- 4.



2.

Sir Ronald Campbell in this connection, and pointing

out that the ex-Mufti was reported to have received

various leading members of the Palestine Higher Arab

Committee, when, it appeared, this Committee was

contemplating important decisions of policy. Mr. Bbwker

added that such behaviour was directly contrary to the

spirit of the assurances which the c-4ufti had given

to His Excellency the Prime Minister.

Since the above representations were made it has

been reported that the ex-Mufti has been visited by a

number of Palest inians

Arab States. The fact

place strongly suggests

des-ite his profession

activities which might

British Governments, ha

activity since seeking,

and certain notabilities of other

that such visits have been taki

that Haj Amin El Husseini,

of reluctance to engage in any

embarrass the Egyptian or

is not abstained from political

and obtaining, refuge in Egypt.

r

ng

His Majesty's Ambassador, therefore, expresses

the earnest hope that His Excellency the Prime Minister

will be good enough to give his serimaus attention to the

above-mentioned assurances, and will take the necessary

measures to ensure that henceforward they are strictly

implemented.

BRITISH EMBASSY,

CAIRO.

27th December, 1946.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on)

Cypher/CTP. I LOMTIC (§ECRT)

FRO CAIRO TO FR IGN OFFICE

Sir R. Campbell D. 11.50 a.m. 11th January, 1947

R. 1.55 p.m. 11th January, 1947

repeafeto. .Jerusalem
Bagdad,
eirut,

Damascus, ' Saving
Jedda,
Amman

uuuuu

Jerusalem telegram No. 1 to Secretary of State for

Colonies.

Top Secret.

See my teleram No. 1366 [sic] to Foreign and No.166

to Jerusalem of 31st December,

I fear there is little likelihood of Nokrashi being

able to make any satisfactory response to this last

Srepresentationof ours, although the Mufti is not popular
with the Egyptian authorities or with many Arab notables.
however the strengthening of his position has been largely

due to our failure to deal with extrist Jews in Palestine

and to the belief, in view of our apparent inability to

deal with illegal Jewish armed organisations, Arabs must

now prepare themselves militarily to oppose the Jews in

Palestine. Mufti is generally regarded as the only Arab

leader capable and tough enough to organise effectively any

such armed Arab resistance. There is little doubt that

he and other Arabs inside and outside the Arab League

are now busy on these lines. Assam remarked recently

to the Oriental Minister that after the British A-

omitted] to react even to the flogging of British mater e a

thing which had not been endured by any other ar it was

clear that the British were not in a position to protect

SAtslathe Arabs who must look after themselves.
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Foreign Secretary.

In our conversation with the High

Commissioner reference was made to the activities

of the Mufti in Egypt.. I enclose a note on

these activities, summarising the information

available in the Colonial Office. You mentioned

that you would consider whether any action should

be taken to prevent the Muftits use of his

sanctuary in Egypt as a base for his intrigues.

/ .

14th Januaxry, 1947
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TOP SECRET

The Mufti in Egypt.

From the time of his arrival in Egypt
in mid-June until the end of July the Mufti
remained near Aboukir as King Farouk' s guest.
Assurances were given publicly by Sidky Pasha and
privately by the King that he would not be allowed °
to take part in political activities, and he himself 0

in a Press interview disclaimed any wish "to
embarrass his kind hosts". There is, in fact,
no evidence of such activity until he moved into
a house of his own in Ramleh, Alexandria, at the
end of July.

2. Sidky Pasha told the British Ambassador
that it would now be easier to control the Mufti's o
actions as he was no longer a Royal guest, but didnes n
not accept the Ambassador's suggestion that the Mufti
might be better relegated to a less accessible town
e.g. Fayoum. The Mufti, for his part, is reported
to have said to Azzam Pasha that"he could now =

meet anyone he pleased, including journalists".o s
As a result of Press reports that the Mufti had __

received the Palestinian Arab leaders and Ministers
of the Arab States, the British Ambassador wrote
a letter of protest to Sidky, but without effect.

3. Henceforward the Mufti openly assumed
direction of the Arab Higher Committee and held a
series of conferences with his .supporters in which
he planned Arab resistance in Palestine and the
neighbouring countries.

4. Four members of the Higher Committee
visited him on 22nd August, Jamal Husseini, Emile
Ghoury, Ahmad Hilmi and Hussein Khalidi, and they

were



were followed by Mohammad Hawari the leader of
Najjada, who was consulted about amalgamating
his movement with Futuwa as a joint force under
the orders of the Higher Committee.

5. The British Ambassador protested again
on 25th August against this blatant breach of the
Government's assurances, and was informed in reply
by Sidky Pasha on 15th September that both the
King and he were much annoyed by the Mufti who
had abused their hospitality and had been intriguing
with the Soviet Legation and actually "summoning"
Arab leaders from Palestine. The King had
ordered that "such behaviour must stop". No check,
however, was put on the Mufti, and among his
visitors in September were Akram Zuweiter and
Izzat Darwazzah from Syria and Kamal Areikat,
the leader of Futuwa, who was summoned to discuss
the proposed union of Najjada and Futuwa.

6. The British Ambassador made another
protest on October 3rd which caused Si dkyPasha to
demand an explanation from the Mufti. The Mufti
ingenuously answered that he was only seeing a few
old friends and was willing to refuse audience to
anyone obnoxious to the Egyptian Government. He
denied that any of his visitors was subversively
inclined and that he had made any approach to the
Soviet Legation. This reply apparently satisfied
Sidky Pasha so long as he remained in office.

7. Another meeting of the Higher Committee
was held on October 18th and attended by the four
members as before. The British Ambassador
therefore made a last protest on October 24th.

8. For the next two months the Arab Higher
Committee was sitting almost continuously in Cairo,

first



first at the Mufti's conferences and then at the
meeting of the Arab League. The Mufti surrounded
himself with numerous henchmen who had been
concerned with him in the Arab rebellion, among
whom were Ishak Darwish Husseini and Izzat Darwazzah

who directed terrorist operations in Palestine
from Damascus in 1937 onwards, Sheikh Hassan Abou

Saoud who directed operations in Palestine after
the Mufti had fled in 1937, and Main el Madi who
was a member of the Mufti's organisation for
directing the disturbances in 1938. A considerable
stiffening of Arab opinion and resistance has been

noticed in Palestine, which was caused both by

Jewish terrorism and illegal immigration and by

stimulus from Cairo. A campaign of murder began
against Arab "traitors" three of whom were killed
in December: a scheme for a further Arab Land Bank

under the control of the Mufti was mooted to
prevent the sale of land to Jews: moderate elements,
such as Musa Alami, were more or less silenced (and

Musa Alami has been forced by the Mufti to close

down the Arab Offices): the formation of rebel
gangs in Palestine has been started and every
opportunity of inciting popular hatred is being
exploited.

9. The Arab Higher Committee threatened to
stop the payment of taxes if any part of the cost
of the Cyprus camps was met from Arab revenue, and

Jamal Husseini on 21st December warned his
followers to be ready for "action soon".

10. The Higher Committee is at present in

Palestine for the purpose of communicating "decision
of a serious nature" to its followers. These
presumably will reveal the plan of action. laid down

in Cairo in December. The Committee is also

reported



reported to have been enlarged by the addition
of eight new members, four of whom are the
notorious renegades mentioned in para. 8. Only

two of these were recently amnestied. Their
votes will ensure the Mufti's predominance if the
other four members are drawn from the less extreme

parties in an attempt to give the Committee the

appearance of a United Patriotic Front.

11. Though there is still considerable
friction between the various Arab parties and

especially between the youth organisations, the

Najjada and Futuwa, the Mufti, helped by events,
has undoubtedly had much success in organising
Arab resistance. So far he has enjoyed the

immunity of Cairo, but when the time tor action

comes he may decide to move to a battle Headquarters
in the Levant, whence he directed the revolt of

1936-8. The representations to the Levant

Governments asking for assurances that he will not

be granted entry have received only evasive replies.
It is thought unlikely that the.Governments could
resist the popular clamour in his favour, even if

they so wished.

12. It is also noteworthy that despite his

personal feud with the Hashemites and his support
of Raschid Ali, the Mufti persuaded the Arab League
to present a request to His Majesty's Government 

for

an amnesty for his past. He has apparently
ingratiated himself with the League, in which 

the

main cohesive force is anti-Zionism, and reached

some sort of reconciliation with the Hashemites.
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Cypher/lTP.

FROM BAGDADTOFOIGNrFIE.

Sir H. Stonehewer Bird.

17th January, 1947.

D. 8.10 a.m.

R. 9.25 a.m.

EMTAL

U8t JAN .

18th January, 1947.

18th January, 1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem
Beirut - Saving,
Amman - Saving,
Damascus - Saving,
Jedda - Saving
Cairo - Saving.

Jerusalem telegram No.1.

I concur with the Iligh Caissioner' s views and
can only repeat suggestion made in my telegram 880. A a

2, Ira i Minister for Foreign Affairs states that
when solution enclosed in Cairo despath (gp undc.
? 1291 was passed by the Arab Leagie he was instructed
by his Government not to vote (see my telegram 958) but
Iraqi accepted resolution taiiy. / /2

f /t

3. Both Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs have maintained to me that by far the best
solution would be for the Mufti to be allowed to return
to Palestine since he would undoubtedly be assassinated
either by Jewish terrorists or by Arab eanmies- I have
pointed out that we cannot avail ourselves this
attractive possibility since the Mufti would only return
to Palestine if armnesty were granted to him and this is
of course out of the queueon.
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jst. of a Conversation with M.. Emile Oh uir*

I sat next to Mr. Emile Ghoury at the luncheon at
the Egyptian Embassy on 31st January. After we had
talked on a nuber of subjects of no particular importance
Mr. Ghoury raised the question of the Grand Mufti. He
began by saying that he supposed that the Mufti's name
was not one which people liked to hear mentioned in
England, but he thought that it was odd that His Majesty's
Government should take the attitude they did towards him
while, at the same time, they were prepared to sit round
the table with Mr. Ghoury, and his colleagues, who were
in London with the consent of the Mufti and who would
refer to the Mufti any proposals for the solution of the
Palestine problem which arose. Why was it Mr. Ghoury
asked that the British. disliked the Mufti so much?

I said that I thought the reason was clear and that
was because after fighting against us in Palestine during
the rebellion, the Mufti had adhered to our enemies, the
Germans.

Mr. Ghoury acknowledged that the Mufti's residence
in Germany during the war could not be expected to be
palatable to the British, but the aircumstances in which
he went to Germany should be taken into account. After
the rebellion in Palestine the Mufti had gone to Beirut
and after he had participated in the Iraqi rebellion of
1941, a price had been put on his head, and he could find
no safety in any allied or neutral country. Turkey had
refused to let him stay there. He had thus no alternative
but to go to Germany.

I asked Mr. Ghoury whether the Mufti had not desired
a German victory. Mr. Ghoury said he had been asked the
same question by Mr. Oliver Lyttleton when Minister of State
in Cairo during the war and had replied that he did not wish
for a German victory except as regards Palestine. As
regards Palestine a German victory would have meant the
settlement of the Jewish problem.

I said that surely this had been a very secondary
issue in the conflict. Mr. Ghoury answered that it had
been a primary issue so far as the Palestinians were
concerned. He went on to say that it seemed anomalous
that His Majesty's Government should be prepared to
recognise Jewish leaders, such as, Mr. Ben Gurion, who
had been proscribed and some of whom had been kept in
detention. While, at the same time, they would have
nothing to do with the Mufti. He instanced General Smuts
as a case in which the British Government had entirely
revised their opinion of ' former enemy.

-,t the end of our conversation Mr. Ghoury said
that he would like to raise the question of a revision
of His Majesty' s Government' a attitude towards the Mufti
informally during his present stay in London. Should
he contact some one in the Foreign Office, or the Colonial
Office and, if so, whom?

ml'-'



I to8 Ewe, Ghourg that I would diuase the
probism he had raised with 0se of ]1sbg .

sadet him know the answe in t course O the

next tew days.

Mr. OhouW Spke with gret earnestness and
"ere Is no doubt that he, and his colleagues 1

are very a ians that Nis Majesty' s overn
should be mare toremssig twards the mufti. I
was surprised that a did sot make- unavowable

comparisons between the treatmnt of the Matil

and that of former Burmese renegades sush as
U Sawsand Ba 9*w, but trtntely he spared ae

this ebarassaaIt

(signed)

31T JANIARYf 19k7.

E. A. ARMSTRONG
-i
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mI..:

we discussed the matter recorded above and you Laid

that reu wuld consult you college as a the
Cla Off.e on the pit as to wham M. Ghour
should see It this matter.
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7JE,1175!2
WAS/EGC BRIT IH EMB ,
416/l/47G BRI' ..fo

CAIRO.

28th January 1947

You will have seen from frequent reports
what a lot of mischief the Mufti is doing in
Egypt and how he even appears to be organising
from here armed resistance in Palestine in
spite of the assurances previously given by
the Egyptian Government that attempts would
be made to put an effective control on his
political activities in Egypt. It seems
to me that we have every advantage in getting
him back to Palestine where he can be

j effectively controlled. Do you suppose
there is any chance that the idea of
encouraging him to return to Palestine could
be favourably examined? I presume the
difficulty is that this might raise a
conrnotion in Zionist and other circles in
both England and America. But on the
local situation his return to Palestine seems
obvious3f the lesser evil.

R.G.Howe, Esq., K.C.M.G.,
Foreign Office,

London, S.W.1.



FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.

5th March, 1947.

Ref. E1175/49/31- OUTi FIL

My dear Trafford,

I enclose a copy of a letter which sir Robert

Howe has received from K.M. Ambassador in Cairo,
asking whether there is a chance that the idea

of encouraging the Mufti Jerusal ..ould be
favourably examined. A

Brigadier Clayton, when I saw him the other

day, expressed the opinion that the Mufti
influence would continue to grow so long as he

was excluded from Palestine and that his return to

the country offered the only prospect of breaking
or at least reducing his influence in the forsee-
able future. We know also that some of the

Mufti* a Arab opponents in Palestine hold the same

view.

on the other hand I assume that the High
Commissioner would in present circumstances
maintain his previous refusal to consider
permitting the return of Haj Amin to Palestine,
and we are thinking of stressing the High
Oomnissioner' s objection in/reply to the Ambassador
I should be glad to knuow whether this will meet

with your approval. You may wish to consult the

High Coymnissioner before expressing an opinion.,
but if so I should be grateful if you would ask

him for an early reply.

Yours ever,

Trafford Smith Esq.,
Colonial Office, S.W.l.
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Downing

27th March,

Street,
S.V.1.

1947.

TOP SECRET.

D.04w [+IeL.
Thank you for your letter

INDEXED

E.1

5th March, about the possibility
the Mufti of Jerusalem to return

ie have consulte
I enclose copies of
High Commissioner's
material you expecte
Ambassador, Cairo.

We agree
no objection
reply to Sir

with .Si
to your
Ronald

1d. the High

175/49/31 of the
of encouraging
to Palestine

Commissioner and

the telegrams exchanged. The
telegram No. 635 contains the
d for a reply to His Majesty's

r Alan Cunningham, a
stressing his views

Campbell.

nd nave
in your

./1

I
H. Beeley, Esq. C.B. E. ,

Foreign Office.
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COPY OUTERD TELEGRAM

143 1/47 3
C yp 0.T.P.)

TO PESTIE (General Sir A. Cunningham)

FROM S. OF S.,COLONIES.

Sent 17th March, 1947. 18.45 hrs.

No. 531 Top Secret.

Foreign Office have been approached by Ambassador.,

Cairo, who refers to mischief the Mufti is doing in Egypt,

and points out that he appears to be organising from Cairo

armed resistance in Palestine in spite of assurances given

by Egyptian Government as to control of his political

activities. Ambassador sees advantage in getting him back

to Palestine where he can be effectively controlled, and asks

whether idea of encouraging Mufti to return to Palestine

could be favourably examined.

View has also been expressed that Mufti's influence

is likely to grow so long as he is excluded from Palestine,

and that his return offers only prospect of breaking, or at

least reducing, his influence in the foreseeable future.

Some of his Arab opponents in Palestine are said to hold the

same view.

I assume that in ;resent circumstances you would be

most unwilling to contemplate Mufti's return to Palestine but

should be grateful for your confirmation and for any obser-

vations you may have on views referred to above.

Grateful for reply as soon as possible.
Distr ibuted o: - .Tafr mt
M. S.25 M.Tafr mt

Secretary of State Mr. Mathieson

Sir T. Lloyd Mr. Higham
Mr. Thomas Mr. Poynton
Mr. Martin Mr. Bennett

Sir D. Harris Mr.. Bigg



0PY INWARD TEEGRAM

Cyph'er .P) FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham)

TO S. OF S'. COLONIES.

D. 23rd March, 19477.
R. 23rd "" 15.40 hrs.

IMPORTANT
No. 635

Your Top Secret telegram No. 531.

I have for some time past had under review the

question of allowing aj Anin to return to Palestine. I

recognise clearly that his continued presence in Egypt

must cause embarrassment end that his activities there

cannot be effectively controlled. I have little doubt

that he is organisms from Cairo both the supply of arms to

the Arabs in Palestine and neighbouring states, and also a

campaign in Palestine for liquidation of Arabs who

negotiated sales of land to Jews. In addition, he is no

doubt directing the activities of the Arab Higher Committee.

2. It has been argued with some force that as long

as Haj Amin remains in exile he is to the Palestine Arabs

at any rate something of a legendary hero, with whom his

political opponents in this country cannot come to grips

even if they wish to, and that, if he were to return to

Palestine, familiarity would rob him of much of his

present prestige, besides which he would be subject to

closer surveillance by the Security Authorities and would

thus come under more effective control.

3. It must be remembered, however, that Ha j Amin,

wherever he may be, is at present unlikely to remain the ,

leader of great majority of Palestine Arabs. To bring him

back to Palestine now would be to court grave trouble, for

not only would his arrival be certain to awake the now

quiet Fellahin, who he alone could arouse and knit into a

dblesive whole, but also it would give lively colour to the

old story that he is secretly supported by the British.

The effect on Jewish opinion particularly would be
/disastrous,



_2_

disastrous, and this at a time when it is of

importance to maintain political equilibrium

reference of the Palestine case to U.N.0.

4. If after return he
mark again, as is probable
the necessity of detaining
would be more likely to sti

leaving him where he is.

wew
an
Lr

2;b
first
pending

re to overstep the
e should be faced with
d deporting him, which
up Ar ab trouble than

5. I consider that, even if it should prove,

possible adequately to control the Mufti's activities in

Palestine, his very presence at this juncture would so

excite the Arabs as to create grave problems of everyday

security. I realise that the time will come when Hai Amin

must be allowed to come back to Palestine, but that the

time is not yet, and I could not agree to his return now.

i° O
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Registry
No. E 1175/49/31

H.M. Ambassador
Cairo.

(From Sir R. Howe)

Copy 0:

Colonia Office

t 31

se
,1

OUT FLi (I

33

SECRET

We have consulted the Colonial Office

on your letter to' me of the 28th January,

about the Mufti of Jerusalem. They now

tell us that the High Commissioner, while

he is aware of the aIvantages which might

follow from re-admitting Haj Amin into

Palestine, is confident that these mould be

outweighed by the disadvantages.

The High Commissioner points out that

the Mufti's arrival in Palestine would tend

to arouse the latent political fanaticism of

the Arab peasants, who are now giuiet. It

would also tend to s pp4-t the belief, which

has been current at various times in

Palestine, that the Mufti is secretly

supported by H. M.G.

If the Mitti, after his return to the

country, were to overstep the mark again,

the Administration would be faced with the

necessity of detaining and deporting him, and

this would be more likely to stir up Arab

trouble than leaving him where he is.

The High Commissioner also draws

attention to the effect on Jewish opinion of a

decision to re-admit the Mufti, and to the

importance of maintaining political

e guilibrium while the Palestine problem is

under reference to the United Nations.

With these arguments we are in full agreement,

and it also seems to us that there is much

force/
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force in the High Commiss

from the local Palestine

No doubt

ioner's

point

objections

of view.

the time will come. when

Amin must be allowed, to return

but it does not .seem that this is

Haj

to Palestine,

the

moment.

Yours ever
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ILE

FOREIGN OFBICS,
;.W.1:

(.1175/49/31) 3 & April, 1947.

Secret

We have consulted the Colonial Off ice on yoe
betterr to me of the 28th January, about the Muft or-
Jerusalem. They now tell us that the High Comission-r,
while he is aware of the advantages which might follow
from re-admitting Haj Amin into Palestine, is confient
that these would be outweighed by the disadvantages.

The High Commissioner po jnts out that the Mufti's
arrival in Palestine would tend to arouse the latent
political f;naticsiam of the Arab peasants, who are now-
quiet. it would also tend to strengthen the belief,
which has been current at various times in Palestine,
that the Mufti is secretly supported by His Majesty's - 4
Government.

If the Mufti, after his return to the country, were
o~ overstep the mark again, the'Adninietration would be

faced with the necessity of detaining and deporting him,
and this would be more likely to stir up Arab trouble
than leaving him where he is.

The High Commissioner also draws attention t the
effect on Jewish opinion of a decision to re-admit the
Mufti, and to the importance of maintaining political
equilibrium while the 'eleatine problem is under reference
totthe United Nations. With these arguments we are in
full agreement, and it also seems to us that there is much
force in the High Commissioner's objections from the local
Palestine point of view.

4fe doubt the time will come when Ha J Amin must be
allowed to return to Palestine, but it do.s not seem
that this is the appropriate moment.

-der

(R.G.Howe)

Sir Ronald Campbell, G.C.M.G., C.B.,
Cairo.
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1 RB1947

22 FE31947

Dr. Jamali raised with me on the 17th February
the question of the Mufti. He referred to the Arab
League's desire that the British Government should
allow the Mufti to go back to Palestine. He told
me that in the discussions on this subject in the

Arab League he had reserved the position of Iraq ~
in the matter. The Iraqi Government had no love
for the Mufti in view of his intrigues in Iraq
leading up to the Rashidi Ali rebellion in 1941.
In fact Dr. Jamali said,tit for my private
information that he thought the best solution of
the question of the Mufti was to let him go back
to Palestine where he would certainly have his
throat cut before very long.

19th February, 1947.
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British Legation,

Confidential.

91/7/47.

24th February, 1947.
Thank you for your letter 141/9/47 of the

14th February. =4e have fortun tely not heard so much about
Iraq recently, as attention has largely been taken up with
Turkish and Transorda nian affairs, though, of course, Iraq has
come in for an occasional l lap as ran jordan's friend.

You ask me whether there are any indications that
the .ouf ti might migrate to syria next month. (Incidentally, was
it not Nuri himself who encouraged the tfti to come from the
Lebanon to Iraq in 1939? I have dim recollections of writing
angry minutes in the eastern Department about Nfuri's behaviour
on that oeoasionfl). I cannot say that I have been able to get
any pointers. I reminded Jamil Mrda the other day of the
representations I had made to is predecessor last year on this
snbe4ct_(my tel eg rar No,13 of 21st October, 1946 to the Foreign
Office) and asked him whether he thought there was any danger
of such a move by the Nuf ti in the coming months. Jail denied
that there was and said that the last time he had seen the
Mufti in Egypt, the latter was determined to remain there.

This, of course, does not mean very much. 3it I
should have thought that now the Palestine question is to go to
U.N.O., the Aufti would hardly regard it as a suitable time
for any escapades on his part. The Arabs would not gain
anything by competing in terrorism with the Jews.

If my conjectures are wrong and the Mufti does
suddenly appear in Darnasms, there is no doubt that he will be
tolerated, if not actually welcome d. Saadullah Jabri was not
very forthcoming in the matter, as you will see from the
telegram referred to above, and Jamil is likely to be even less
80.

L are sending copies of this letter to Baxter, Beirut
Jerusalem, Jedda and Amman.

H.M. Eyres.

8ir IH . 3-tonehewer-Bird, C.M.G., O.B.E.
British Embassy,

Bagdad.
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;E .285O0
nThis telegram isof iriouA sere ad should be

retained by the author aieoi rrplh aid not pa sd on.]

Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM BEIRU TO FOREIGN OFFICE )
Mr. Houst oun Bosrall Dl ' 6.52 p.m. '51t March, 1947.
No. 237

R. 9.10 p.m. 51st March, 1947.
51st March, 1947.

Repeated to Cairo
Bagdad
Jerusalem
Amman (Jerusalem please pass as my tele-

gram No. 55)
Jedda

DasuSaving' r

Cairo telegram No. 818 to you: Muf i.

About a fortnight ago having seen the possibility
of the Mufti turning uaphere, mentioned in the news-
papers, I most earnestly warned the Minister for Fireign
Affairs that it would be folly to have him. I recalled
the embarrassment which the Mufti had eventually caused
to Nuri Pasha when the latter had, in a fit of enthu-
siasm in 1959, admitted him to Ira on his escape from
the French here. I also told His ~Bxcellency that as
he had ignored my advice about Fawzi [gr.undec.?Quajwji
whom as I had told him at the time, even King Ibu Sand
had found it necessary to lock up and whose arrival had
led to blood-shed at Tripoli, I hoped that he would take
it now and see to it that the Mufti did not come.
The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that there was no
question of it.

2. Towards the end of last week some of the press
here announced that the Mufti would be returning with
Lebanese delegation to the Arab Council meeting and on
March 22nd I sent a message to the President on the lines
of the foregoing. His Excellency said "God forbid" and
undertook to telephone next day to the Labanese Prime
Minister who was then in Cairo about it. On March 24th
my emissary again approached the President at his house,
aidn t1he presence of Minister for Foreign Affairs who
.had by that time returned from Cairo asked him a ut
the Mufti. Both emphatically denied that he would be
coming here.

5. I will now take further appropriate action and
I will report results.

~', ~I~OK
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
ret ained by the authorized recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/rP
G&INE2 DISTRIBUTION

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFIE

Mr, Houstoun Boswall

No. 2. 1
1st April, 192. R. 8.30 p.m. 1st April, 197.

Repeated t o Cairo
Bagd ad
Jedda
Jerusalem
Ammwn (Jerusalem please pass as my telegram No.37)
DamaSOUS SavingL

Vim F ' F

My tblegra No. 237: 1ff.

Although I shall be seeing the Minister for Foreign
Affairs on April 2nd I sent a member of my staff today
informxally to ask the President of the Republic if there
was now any chanoe of the rum coming here. His Excellency
after telephoning to the Lebanese Prime Minister again
denied that there was any toash in the rumours and suggested
that I should also mention the matter to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs when I saw him.

2. Nevertheless if the autfi were suddenly to land
here from an aircraft I am perfectly ertain that the
Lebanese Government would not have the courage to deport
him or even to ask him to go. In fact the Pitesident
recently said that If the Kufti did turn up he would not
know what to do about it at all.
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DEPARTMETTAL NO. 1.Cypher/OTP.

FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

M. EreMr s

Is April 1947.

D. 9.16 a.m. 2nd April 1947.

R. 12.45 p. m. 2nd April 1947.

Repeated to: Cair

ru
Jerussam,
Jedda and
Amman.

SAVING.

E 2878
3 APR

W: W::W:W

.j

Cairo telegram No.818.

Mufti.

I mentioned this possibility to the Prime
Minister today and ain pointed out how
embarrassing the Mufti's presence in the Levant
States might be both internally and externally.

2.Jamil Bey refused to be drawn and merely
reiterated his conviction that the Mufti was
perfectly happy in Egypt and was likely to stay there.

(Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat.]
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(This telegram is of particular seoreoy and should be
retained by the authorised ree ipient and not passed on]

Cypher/OTP

CABINET D)ITRIBUTION -

FROM BIRTTo FORGN OFa 0

Mr. Houstoun Boswall D. 4.50.p.m.nd April 1947

2nd April 1947 R. 8.22.a.m.5rd April 1947

Repeated to Cairo
Bagdad 5

Je da.
Jerusa em
Amman (Jerusalem please pass as my telegram No:

- 7)
Damascus, Saving

X:X:X:,2_ 
oI~ *0*

My telegram No: 246.

Minister for Foreign Affairs said the Mufti
would not (repeat not) be coming to Lebanon. He ti s
attached no credence to reports emanating from oc g
Damascus to the ffeot that the Mufti was expected
to go there by air shortly and to establish hisen
headquarters in the Jebe1 Druse.
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Parliamentary Question

65. Mr. Wilkes,-To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, why, at the end of March

1947, amongst the 16 books announced as being banned in Palestine in the official

Gazette of. the Palestine Government, there is a book dealing with the Mufti of

Jerusalem's pre-war and war-time role as .an enemy of this country and entitled

Mufti.Over the Middle East. [Wednesday 16th April.]

32^4
-l

F.O. ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE,

PALESTINE
(BANNED PAMPHLET)

42. Mr. Wilkes asked the ~Secretary of
State for the Colonies why, at the end of
March, 1947, amongst the 16 books
announced as being banned in Palestine in
the official " Gazette " of the Palestine
Government, there is a book dealing with
.the Mufti of Jerusalem's prewar and war-
time role as an enemy of this country and
entitled "Mufti Over the Middle East."

Mr. Creech Jones: Under the Defence
Emergency Regulations the Censor in
Palestine has power to prohibit the circu-
lation of publications liable to incite dis-
order. The Censor is of the opinion that
the publication in question would be pre-
judicial to public safety, and order. The
pamphlet has come under recent review
and the local authority has found no
reason to vary the decision. . ~
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PALESTINE
(BANNED PAMPHLET)

42. Mr. Wilkes asked the Secretary of

State for the Colonies why, at the end of

March, 1947, amongst the 16 books

announced as being banned in Palestine in

the official " Gazette " of the Palestine

Government, there is a book dealing with

the Mufti of Jerusalem's prewar and war-

time role as an enemy of this country and

entitled " Mufti Over the Middle East."

Mr. Creech Jones: Under the Defence

Emergency Regulations the Censor in

Palestine has power to prohibit the circu-

lation of publications liable to incite dis-

order. The Censor is of the opinion that

the publication in question would be pre-

judicial to public safety, and order. The

pamphlet has come under recent review
and the local authority has found no

reason to vary the decision.

1 6Ap 1947
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RITISH EMBASSY,

CAIRO.

25 th April, 1947.
No. 354A
(416/23/47)

Sir,

With reference correspon enc ending
with my telegram No. 83 of January 10th last
regarding representations to the Egyptian Government
against the political activities in Egypt of the ex-
Mufti of Jerusalem, I have the honour to enclose
herewith. copy of a letter at last received from
Nokrashi Pasha in reply to my letter of December 28th,
1946, and subsequent reminders on this subject.

2. The assurance given by Sidky Pasha was of
course quite general; namely, that the ex-Mufti would
not be allowed to indulge in political activities here.
Nokrashi Pasha' s argument apparently is that the ex-
Mufti can only be expected to refrain from such
political activities as might cause alarm, anxiety or
embarrassment to His Majesty's Government or to anyone
concerned with the preservation of peace and public
security in Palestine or Egypt. He maintains that the
ex-Mufti has. indulged in no such activities. Obviously
any political activity by the Mufti, in view of his
murky past, is likely to prove eventually embarrassing
to His Majesty' s Government. However, the argument in
the penultimate paragraph of the Egyptian Prime
Minister' a letter seems more difficult to answer. -'The
Egyptians' argument has long been that public order is
being violated and blood being shed in Palestine owing
to the activities of Jewish terrorists whom the Jewish
community in Palestine, including responsible leaders
equivalent to the ex-Mufti, could easily suppress if
they would only co-operate wholeheartedly with us in
order to do so. Meanwhile the Arabs are doing nothing
violent. It is obvious that they are quietly making
their preparations in the background, but it is,
difficult to convince the Egyptians that our first
business should not be to deal with the people who are
at present responsible for the violation of public
security rather than idth those who may be suspected of
planning future disturbances.

3. Anyhow, I fear that, in the present state of
feeling: in this country, it is. hopeless to expect that
any Egyptian Government will take any effective
measures to restrain the political activities of the
ex-Mufti in Egypt.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

Sir,
Your most obedient, humble Servant,

The Right Honourable
Ernest Bevin, M.P.,

Foreign Office,
LONDON. S.W.l.



SR COPY

PRIME MINISTER' S OFFICE

1.1/158 Cairo, 19th April, 1947.

Dear Ambassador,

You have complained to me more than once about the
political activities of the Ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, and you
have asked me what action I have been able to take on them.

I would indeed be lacking in candour if I did not
tell Your Excellency that I have not been aware of any such
political activities as might cause alarm, anxiety or
embarrassment to the British Government or anybody concerned
with the preservation of peace and public security in
Palestine or Egypt. Your Excellency knows as well as I do
that he is the recognised leader of the Palestinian Arabs.
He is not only held in great esteem by his own countrymen
but also by all the Arab States of the Middle East. Surely
a man of such position and prominence should be allowed a

certain measure of freedom to receive visits, or air his views
every now and then, especially at a time when his country is
being torn and tormented by internal disorders created only
by the Zionists whose illegal flow of immigration is defiantly
and disturbingly continuous, and whose leaders are doing every-
thing in their power to force an issue so fatal to his country.

The British Government themselves have referred the
thorny question of Palestine to the United Nations Organisation
where the fate of that unhappy land will be decided. It is

only natural, in the light of all. these circumstances that
the leading heads of the Palestinian Arabs visit the Ex-Mufti
to exchange views with him as to the defence of their cause
before the Security Council It was not, in my opinion, too
much political activity on his part when he received them.
This is the sort of political activity that does not disturb
in any shape or form peace and public security, and therefore,
should not be embarrassing to anybody or come under the cate-
gory of dangerous or even unfriendly activities.

I have seen the Ex-Mufti on several occasions and talked
to him. He has always impressed me that he is absolutely
conscious of his obligations towards Egypt not to cause
embarrassment to the Government and not to abuse the hospitable
sanctuary given him.

Your Excellency is aware, as much as I am, that it is
not the Arabs, of Palestine who are causing the terrible dis-
orders in Palestine, which fact goes to prove that their leaders
including the Ex-Mufti, do not preach violence.. The Zionists

His Excellency
Sir Ronald Ian Campbell,

G. C. M. G., C. B.
H.B. Majesty s Ambassador,

CAIRO.



ale are he roots and perpetrator of all thia misery.

Y ean assure Your ,xceellene that no harm hatsoeve

is being done bythe limited measu of freedom engoge b

the .Muftit ancdneither you nor{the British Government
should haveany concernabout:few socia 1or plita

sita made to him by. a few harmless andell-known people.

Believe me,
Dear Ambassador

Yours very s incerely,

(gd) N. F. NOKRAI.
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DEP ARTMENTALCypher/OTP

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir R. Campbell
No:1036

endMay, 1947.

D. 7. 54
R. l0.)45

Repeated to Jerusalem,
Amman Saving,
Beirut Saving,
Damascus Saving,
Bagdad Saving,
J edda Saving.

11111

Amman
Ex Luf t i.

telegram No. 122

.
3700f

L7 f 61V
of April 15th

/!
well
to us
Jews

Some such development has
also be directed against
or moderates or those in

regarding land sales.

been expected and may
the Arabs either friendly
connivance with the

2. Nokrashi's answer to our last representation

of the Mufti about political acitivities (seeM
de tch No. 354. of April 25th) said among other things

ng in activities of a

kind to [grp. undec: ? cause distress] to the British

or anyone else interested in the security of the Middle

East.

3. Terrorist activities certainly concern the

security of the Middle East but presumably we have
no proof which we could effectively advance to Nokrashi.

ve migit however simply assert that we have reason to

believe that the Mufti is organising such terrorist

activities and demand a tightening up of the control

of the Mufti's activities generally. However Nokrashi,

on the analogy of his last communication and in his

present mood, might well reply that it lay with us

to end actual Jewish terrorism before demanding action

from the Egtian Government [grp. undec: ? against]

[grp. undec. future Arab terrorism provoked anyhow by
the fact that we had not succeeded in putting a stop to

Jewish terrorism. Nevertheless sub ecoas
Y HsMajesty' s H omi~le j

thisk we had better make some sort

of a representation to Nokrashi on the lines suggested

above.I-

[Copy sent to Middle

p.m.
p.m.

2nd
2nd

May,
May,

19.7.
19.7.

to you:
1

6

ummNo l.

East Secretariatl.
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S E C RE T mm. sCAm

(s/5/41). Fhpril 947.

Please refer to my Secret telegram Nx.12 of the

15th Aprils 1947, about the activities of ij in el

HUsseinia

2, I ha.ve nce received inf ormatimn from another

good source confirming the original reper t but adding

that a number of influentiaL 2lleaStine ,rabe, supporters Qf

the Husseini ras otin, have sent wor t HaJ Sin

advi.Lng against Arab disorders in Palestine. They arei;

that condition a were very different from those btaining

in 1936 - 39, wian the Jews refrained from re te liatien,

and that any acts directed against the 3ews would now

bring e f 1e o tive reprisala from that quarter.

3. The persons who made these represent tationsa were

well to do and stood, therefore, to lose if the Arabs

bergne involved in difsorderS. It was not clear that

their views were shared by the type of person who would

be used by the ufti, or that the Mufti would be deviated

from his plans even if they wire.

4. I am ending aa opy of this letter to the High

Genmissiner for Pale stine.

4. 1 Baxter, BCrE., "..., KaC. ,

'jhe Treign Offiets
L.,DOe S.14.

Swr - - - - - - -
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Sv'M-5 AY 1947

E

f

It 'vili be seen from the attached

papers that the latest representations to

the Egyptian Government about the Mufti

were made in an aide-msmoire dated December
27th (E 225). We have just received
(see E 3638/G) a reply from the Egyptian
Government, which does not get us anywhere.

In any case, whatever
our representations, I do
should explain the whole

Draft reply

I
We have ,in

at Flag D (E 225
representations
about the Muftiv
made any recent

attached.

r the success of
not think that 'we

story to Mr. Edelman.

Co cta

(J.G.S. Beith)

3rd May, 1947.

fac ,as the aide-inmoire
sg, made frequent

to the Egyptian Govennment
but we have mot actually

representations.

As regards the nature of the Mufti's

political activities, we have no very

precise information. We know that he is

in active communication with, and frequently

sees, politically active Palestine Arabs

and other Arab notables, and secret reports

indicate that they discuss the policy to be

pursued by the Arab Higher Commit tee about

alestine, the organisation of secret Arab
activitie , etc. In replying to Mr.

Edelman, however, I do not think it is

possible to say more than that he is

engaging in "political activities connected

"with Palestine".

. P. Garran)

~~4A1_ fro'

3rd May, 1947.

jWdC'r 1s

EASTERN

Parliamentary Question
Mr. Edelman,-To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what representations

he has recently made to the Egyptian Government concerningthe ex-Mufti's-political
activities in Cairo; and what, is the nature of the activities to which exception has

been taken. [Monday 5th May.
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22. Mr. Edelman asked the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs what repre-

sentations he has recently made to the

Egyptian Government concerning the ex-

Mufti's political activities in Cairo; and

what is the nature of the activities to which

exception has been taken.

Mr. McNeil: His Majesty's Government
have made frequent representations to

the Egyptian * Government, since the

Mufti's arrival in Egypt, on account of

the political activities in which he has

been engaged.

Mr. Edelman: In order to limit the area

of activity of the ex-Mufti, will my right

hon. Friend confirm that, in no circum-

stances, will he be allowed to go to Pales-

tine?

Major Haughton: Can the Minister say

what political activities have led to the

complete disruption of the Anglo-Egyptian

union in Egypt?

'5)A Al X941

(hRECEIVED IN

7 1 AY i17H
SENT TO DEPTH N
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22.

DRAFTREPLY

*10. Mr. Edelman.

Monday, 5th May.

H.M. Government have made frequent

representations to the Egyptian Government,

since the Mufti's arrival in Egypt, on

account of the political activities in

which he has been engaged.

Notes for Supplementaries
3,4:

I1+
(1) What has been the result of these

representations?

H.M. Government are not satisfied that

the measures taken by the Egyptian Government

have adequately restrained the political

activities of which they complain.

(2)/

ti.,



What is the nature

political activities?

are political activi ties connected

with Palestine.

(2) of the Mufti's

They

h(a
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Cypher/OTP. DEPARTMENT NO 1.

FROM A(SAN TO FOREIGN OfFIE.

Sir' A irkbrid.

15th May 1947.

D. 12.10 p.m. 15th May 1947.

R. 3.50 p.m. 15th May 1947.

Repeated to: Cairo
and Saving to

Damascus,
Jedda,
B. .L0. Cairo,
Jerusalem.

E3999

KLi MAV(

W :W: W:V: W
,

Ex Mufti called a few days ago at Transjordam
Legation in Cairo and asked that an expression of his
loyalty should be convoyed to King Abdulfak.The King
sent a polite acknowledgent but commenting here
said he could not understand the visit as he was
convinced Haj Amin was a confirmed enemy of the
Hashimites.

MAY,49

OX

Cairo telegram No.1056.
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Mr. Edelrnan's parliamentary question already
down for the 12th May has been taken over by the
Colonial Office, who propose to reply that His
Majesty's, overnrment havefat preen~'no intention
of authorising any relaxation of them order under
which the ex-Mufti is excluded from Palestine.

The question of what would be done
ex-Mafti if he turned up in Palestine ha
discussed with the Colonial Office. Th
that all they can certainly say is that I
ble--arrested and detained for breaking th~
his entering Palestine. The question o~
else should be done to him would have to
to Ministers. a# 4t *
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EASTERN

72
cParliamentary Question

Mr. Edelman,-To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether His Majesty's
Government still maintains a prohibition against the ex-Mufti's return to Palestine;
and for how long it proposes to continue it. [Monday 12th May.]
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